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through some of the highlights of the
Patients’ Bill of Rights: Guarantees ac-
cess to needed health care specialists.
Most people probably think they have
a right to see a specialist, but they do
not necessarily right now.

Provide access to emergency room
services when and where the need
arises. Most people are shocked to find
out they cannot go to the local emer-
gency room because their HMO says
they have to go somewhere else.

Provide continuity of care protec-
tions to assure patient care if a pa-
tient’s health care provider is dropped.
Give access to a timely internal, inde-
pendent, external appeals process. En-
sure that doctors and patients can
openly discuss treatment options.

That is a great one. The gag rule.
When I explain to constituents that
under many managed care plans now
that a doctor cannot give them infor-
mation about a course of treatment
that is not covered by the insurance
company, they cannot believe it. Most
people view that as un-American be-
cause they figure we all should have a
right to free speech. And to imagine
that a doctor cannot tell a patient
about a treatment option because it is
not covered by the insurance plan is
un-American is unethical and just in-
credible.

These are simple things. We are not
really talking about anything that is
terribly abstract. These are just com-
mon sense protections.

If I could just conclude by saying
that I just think it is very unfortunate
that we just cannot bring this measure
to the floor and have a vote up and
down. And the worst part of it is that
this is the second year. Last year we
had to do the same thing; go through
the same petition process, have 200
some odd Democrats and a few Repub-
licans come down here and sign a peti-
tion to get this considered on the floor.
And here we are about to do the same
thing next week in order to bring this
to the floor.

It just should not be that way. That
is not the way people expect this Con-
gress to operate. But we are going to
make sure it happens and we are going
to make sure that we have an oppor-
tunity to bring the Patients’ Bill of
Rights to the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives because it is the right
thing to do and it is what Americans
want and expect from all of us.
f

KOSOVO PEACE AGREEMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TANCREDO). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 1999, the
gentleman from Colorado (Mr.
MCINNIS) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the majority leader.

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I want to
spend a few minutes rebutting the pre-
vious comments that we have all just
heard. I will summarize it like this,
and then I will move on to the subject
that I really came to speak about this
evening.

Do not misunderstand. Members on
both sides of the aisle, both Repub-
licans and Democrats, want to get a
medical system out there, health care
out there that is effective and delivers
a good product to help America stay
healthy.

It is amazing to me sometimes that
some of my colleagues, strictly for po-
litical purposes, will stand up here in
front of everyone and preach about how
some on both sides of the aisle must
not want health care for America. It is
kind of like when we hear the edu-
cation arguments up here, as if some-
body on this floor really truly does not
care about children. I have never met
anybody that truly does not care about
children. I have never met anybody
that truly does not care about health
care for America. I have never really
met anybody that does not care about
patients’ rights. Of course, we all care
about it, but we all have different ap-
proaches. And in order to fairly hear
those different approaches we have to
have some type of process. We have to
have some type of order in the House.

The complaint that we have heard in
the previous hour is that they just
would prefer not to follow that order of
the House. They would like to go out of
the process. They would like to have it
their way. Well, I do not blame them
for wanting it their way, but in the
House Chamber we have to follow the
process. We have rules. If we all follow
those rules, we have a chance to be
heard.

My gosh, how many hours every day
does the American public listen to us
talk. Of course, we have freedom of
speech. I was surprised, disappointed,
even somewhat amused that in the last
hour someone had the audacity to
stand up and say we do not have free-
dom of speech in this country. Oh, my
gosh, being on the House floor, which
by the way is one of the highest privi-
leges an individual can get in this
country, but they say they do not have
freedom of speech. Of course they have
their freedom of speech.

Both Republicans and Democrats in
education, in health care, in transpor-
tation, in military, they care about
those issues. Of course they care about
those issues. And I think it is just
plain wrong for somebody to stand up
here and imply or directly state that
one side or the other, like the Repub-
licans tonight, the Republicans must
not care about patient health care, the
Republicans must not care about free-
dom of speech.

Come on, grow up, folks. We have a
lot of responsibilities out there to the
American people, let us appreciate and
let us respect the right that we have to
stand on this floor without worrying
about government oppression and
speaking our minds, and that we also
have the obligation to follow some type
of process to have that order.

Well, enough said about that. This
evening I really want to visit a little
more specifically about a couple of
areas. Number one, about Kosovo.

As we all now know, the news in
Kosovo is good news. We have heard
some good news in the last few hours.
The peace treaty, if that is what we
want to call it, has been signed. That is
good news, regardless of where we all
are on Kosovo. I, for example, do not
believe we should have been there in a
military sense. I think we had a hu-
manitarian obligation. And I objected
to the strategy that has been used by
the administration, their approach to
the problem in Yugoslavia, but despite
that fact, regardless of where we may
stand, we all ought to be happy that
some type of peace agreement has been
signed in the next couple of weeks.
Hopefully, it will be executed in such a
way that the death and the raping and
the burning will come to a stop over in
Yugoslavia.

But while many people tonight will
celebrate what happened with this
peace agreement, we have to remember
that old saying that the devil is in the
details. What are the details of this
peace agreement? What do we have in
Kosovo? What is the situation? There
are a number of areas that we should
look at.

Remember what is very important
about any action taken by a govern-
ment, really any action taken by any-
one, and that is that intent cannot be
measured. We must measure results.
The intent here was probably well-
founded. I have never criticized the
President for his intent. I think it was
well-founded. Or the administration
and the other officers in the adminis-
tration. It is the results that I ques-
tion. What are the results of what we
have done?

Now that we are about to go into
Kosovo with military forces on a peace-
keeping mission, we need to see what
were the results of the last 78 days of
bombing. Take a look at the Yugo-
slavian economy. We are discussing our
defense budget. To give an idea of the
total gross national product of Yugo-
slavia, the total gross national product
of Yugoslavia is one-fifteenth of our de-
fense budget. In Colorado, that is my
home State, our gross State product is
about $95 billion a year. Ninety-five
billion dollars a year in the State of
Colorado. In the entire country of
Yugoslavia it is about $17 billion. It
took us 78 days to get to this point.
What is the result of that 78 days of
warfare?

There are some questions we need to
ask, and I hope we get satisfactory an-
swers. I do not like being a person who
constantly criticizes, but I do have an
obligation as an elected Member of the
United States Congress to stand up and
ask questions where I have doubt about
the strategy that is being deployed.
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There are a number of questions that
we should ask. And we should not let
this peace agreement, which will be
spun extensively, the spin doctors are
already at work tonight, I can tell my
colleagues they are burning midnight


